DROPPED FROM THE CLOUDS.

proceed to ascertain the culmination of the sun, that is to
say its passing the meridian of the island or, in other
terms, the south of the place. It was by means of the
shadow cast on the sand by the stick, a way wnicu, -ffw
want of an instrument, would give him a suitable approach
to the result which he wished to obtain.
In fact, the moment when this shadow would reach its
minimum of length would be exactly twelve o'clock, and it
would be enough to watch the extremity of the shadow, so
as to ascertain the instant when, after having successively
diminished, it began to lengthen. By inclining his stick to
the side opposite to the sun, Cyrus Harding made the
shadow longer, and consequently its modifications would
be more easily ascertained. In fact, the longer the needle
of a dial is, the more easily can the movement of its point
be followed. The shadow of the stick was nothing but the
needle of a dial
When he thought the moment had come, Cyrus Harding
knelt on the sand, and with little wooden pegs, which he
stuck into the sand, he began to mark the successive dimi-
nutions of the stick's shadow. His companions, bending
over him, watched the operation with extreme interest.
The reporter held his chronometer in his hand, ready to
tell the hour which it marked when the shadow would be
at its shortest Moreover, as Cyrus Harding was working
on the i6th of April, the day on which the true and the